Adding a new menu to the RedHat Gnome panel

1.  Define a method for our URI, ub-applications:///, in the file

/etc/gnome-vfs-2.0/modules/default-modules.conf

ub-applications:                libvfolder-desktop-old.so

2. Define the folder structure of ub-applications:///  The XML files that define Gnome's vfolder structures reside in /etc/X11/desktop-menus and have the extension .menu
/etc/X11/desktop-menus/ub-applications.menu

<?xml version="1.0"?>

<VFolderInfo>

  <!-- where desktop files are supposed to live -->

  <MergeDir>/usr/share/applications</MergeDir>

  <DesktopDir>/usr/share/desktop-menu-files</DesktopDir>

  <!-- Root folder -->

  <Folder>

    <Name>UB Applications</Name>

    <Desktop>UBApps.directory</Desktop>

    <Query>

      <And>

        <Keyword>X-UB-Applications</Keyword>

        <Not>

          <Keyword>Merged</Keyword>

        </Not>

      </And>

    </Query>

  </Folder>

</VfolderInfo>
The vfolder structure in ub-applications.menu references the file UBApps.directory, which resides in the desktop directory /usr/share/desktop-menu-files/ and queries the directory /usr/share/applications for .desktop files with the category X-UB-Applications.  The file UBApps.directory is simply the file that contains the icon information for the ub-applications:/// URI.  Its contents are as follows:

[Desktop Entry]

Name=UB Applications

Comment=UB Applications

Icon=/usr/share/pixmaps/ub_blue.png

Type=Directory

Encoding=UTF-8
3.  Populate ub-applications:/// vfolder.  This is done by placing .desktop files in /usr/share/applications or any other directory you direct Gnome to merge for this URI.  .desktop files contain information on the application to be launched, the icon to display, descriptions, and lists of categories for the application.  An example .desktop file looks like this:

[Desktop Entry]

Name=Bison

Comment=Library Catalog

Categories=X-UB-Applications;

Encoding=UTF-8

Exec=telnet bison.buffalo.edu

Icon=/usr/share/pixmaps/ub_blue.png

StartupNotify=true

Terminal=true

Type=Application
4.  Place a menu object for the newly created ub-applications:/// into the default gconf schema for the RedHat panel.  To do this the gnome-panel package must be rebuilt.  Once we the source package is installed, changes must be made to the file /usr/src/redhat/SOURCES/redhat-panel-per-panel-config.schemas
The following  key must be edited, adding ub_applications to the list:

<schema>

        <key>/schemas/apps/panel/default_profiles/medium/general/object_id_list</key>

        <owner>panel</owner>

        <type>list</type>

        <list_type>string</list_type>

        <default>[main_menu,web_browser_launcher,email_launcher,wordprocessor_launcher,presentations_launcher,spreadsheet_launcher,print_launcher,ub_applications]</default>

        <locale name="C">

          <short></short>

          <long></long>

        </locale>

      </schema>
These keys must be added to the same file:

<schema>

        <key>/schemas/apps/panel/default_profiles/medium/objects/ub_applications/object_type</key>

        <owner>panel</owner>

        <type>string</type>

        <default>menu-object</default>

        <locale name="C">

          <short></short>

          <long></long>

        </locale>

      </schema>

      <schema>

        <key>/schemas/apps/panel/default_profiles/medium/objects/ub_applications/path</key>

        <owner>panel</owner>

        <type>string</type>

        <default>ub-applications:///</default>

        <locale name="C">

          <short></short>

          <long></long>

        </locale>

      </schema>

      <schema>

        <key>/schemas/apps/panel/default_profiles/medium/objects/ub_applications/panel_id</key>

        <owner>panel</owner>

        <type>string</type>

        <default>bottom_panel</default>

        <locale name="C">

          <short></short>

          <long></long>

        </locale>

      </schema>

      <schema>

        <key>/schemas/apps/panel/default_profiles/medium/objects/ub_applications/position</key>

        <owner>panel</owner>

        <type>int</type>

        <default>350</default>

        <locale name="C">

          <short></short>

          <long></long>

        </locale>

      </schema>

      <schema>

        <key>/schemas/apps/panel/default_profiles/medium/objects/ub_applications/panel_right_stick</key>

        <owner>panel</owner>

        <type>bool</type>

        <default>false</default>

        <locale name="C">

          <short></short>

          <long></long>

        </locale>

      </schema>
After making these changes, append “ub” to the release number in the file /usr/src/redhat/gnome-panel.spec.  This will change the resulting package name to gnome-panel-2.2.0.1-9ub and will allow the default package to be upgraded using rpm –Uvh.

After making the above changes, build the package by executing the following command in the directory /usr/src/redhat/SPECS:

$ rpmbuild -ba gnome-panel.spec

