The Philosophy Program at Buffalo State College & 
the ERIE Program at the University at Buffalo present:
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~Contemporary Debates in Environmental Philosophy & Ecosystem Restoration~

Are you interested in environmental issues?



Do you want to learn more about the purposes and applications of environmental philosophy?  

Wouldn't it be great if you could pick what topics and issues speakers talked about?

This series consists of 8 weekly 1.5hr lectures/seminars on environmental philosophy and issues pertaining to ecosystem restoration.  These seminars are free and open to the public.  Sessions will be co-taught by National Science Foundation (NSF) funded research fellows Justin Donhauser (BSC alum) and Robert Earle from the University at Buffalo—guest speakers may be invited depending on participants’ specific interests.  Seminars will be interactive and question driven; each seminar will be topically oriented toward the interests expressed by participants at the first meeting.  Topics might include, but are not limited to, the following: 
· What are “natural” things?  Do we value them more or less than unnatural things?  Are there any good reasons why we should or shouldn’t?
· Is it possible to integrate our distinctive values?  What if I value trees because burning them keeps my kids warm and you value the beauty of live trees?
· Are we doing something morally wrong if our way of life contributes to the extinction of polar bears?  What if our way of life contributes to the suffering of people in the future?  What if it contributes to the suffering of people in other regions of the world now?
· Some modern ecologists endorse a “theory of everything” called the Exergy Theory:  What is exergy?  Have they discovered the meaning of life?

· Are natural things ‘inherently,’ ‘intrinsically,’ or ‘instrumentally’ valuable?  Should our valuations of natural things ‘anthropogenic,’ ‘anthropocentric,’ ‘non-anthropocentric,’ or all of the above?  What does all this jargon mean?

· What is the nature of an “ecosystem restoration”?  Is it even possible to “restore” an ecosystem?  Are ecosystems made unnatural by our tinkering with them?  Does eco-restoration involve restoring human relationships with nature?
· What are ecosystems?  Do ecosystems even exist?  Are they just concepts?  Who introduced the idea of ecosystems: Hericlitus (500 B.C.), Kant (1700’s), Arthurs Tansley (1935)?  What are the contemporary theories?
· Some philosophers and ecologists contend that scientific theory shouldn’t bear on policy, given that ecologists disagree about what ecosystems are?  Are they right?  Is ignoring science dangerous?
· Should environmental management be ecocentrically oriented (focused on optimizing natural processes), biocentrically oriented (focused on benefits to living things), or anthropocentrically oriented (focused on benefits to humans)?
· What is nature?  Are we a part of nature?  Is nature located apart from unnatural places, like cities, or is it everywhere?
· What is sustainability?  How do we know what to sustain?  What if we need different resources in the future?
· Is there a single right way to address the mounting environmental issues we face?  If there is more than one good way to fix some environmental problem, how do we choose?
* For additional information contact, Philosophy Department Chair, Kimberly A. Blessing: BLESSIKA@buffalostate.edu
* The Ecosystem Restoration through Interdisciplinary Exchange (ERIE) Program at the University at Buffalo is an interdisciplinary undergraduate and graduate program focused on the science, application, and philosophy  of ecosystem restoration. The ERIE Program is funded by a grant from the National Science Foundation.[image: image1.png]
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Every Tuesday February 1st - March 22nd 2011 4:30-6:00 p.m. in Butler Library 210 





Dates: February 1st, 8th, 15th, and 22nd and March 1st, 8th, 15th, and 22nd









