Getting Started on Your Library Research for CIE 500A
I.  How to Find Books 
To search for books, you need to use BISON, our online catalog. Here’s how:
1. Go to the UB Libraries’ main web page at: http://ublib.buffalo.edu/libraries/
2. Click on FIND LIBRARY MATERIALS in the upper left-hand menu; then, from that pull-down menu, select BISON Catalog
3. Now, in the Keyword search box, type in your terms, for example:
bridge? AND seismic?
The word “AND” in the above search directs the computer to retrieve records that contain all of your search terms. The question mark is a truncation, or wildcard, symbol and will retrieve records with all forms of the words, e.g., bridges, bridges, seismic, seismically, seismicity, etc. 

4. Click on the title of the book; then click at the top of the record where it says CHECK AVAILABILTY to find out whether or not the book is available for you to check out.
II. How to Find Journal and Magazine Articles, and More

1. Go to the UB Libraries main website at: http://ublib.buffalo.edu/libraries/
2. From the left-hand side, under where it says QUICK LINKS, select “Resources by Subject”
3. Next, select “Engineering & Applied Sciences” and then select “Civil”
4. Under the Top Resources tab, you will find links to major research databases including Compendex 

What is Compendex? Compendex is the premier index for published engineering R+D,  providing references plus abstracts and selected full text to journal articles and conference papers in all areas of engineering for the years 1884-present. The direct link to it is: http://library.buffalo.edu/libraries/e-resources/compendex.html
5.   Once inside, this is what you will see at the top of the screen:
	SELECT DATABASE
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6. De-select all of the other databases except Compendex by clicking on the check marks in their boxes.

7. Now you are ready to search.  Type in your keywords in the search boxes.

III. Your Class Bridge Engineering Research Web Site
A web site has been designed especially for you for this class for you to do your research from, with links to databases, publications, and Internet sites, etc. The direct URL for it is: http://library.buffalo.edu/libraries/asl/guides/engineering/bridge.html
IV. How to Get Help 
You have an engineering librarian! Do not hesitate to call or email me for help: Nancy Schiller, schiller@buffalo.edu, 645-1338.  Or stop by my office inside the library.  My office number is 228 Capen Hall.  I look forward to working with you.
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